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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



In compliance with the duty of disclosure requirements under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 
1.98, Applicant(s) concurrently submit herewith a Form PTO-1449 that lists documents 
containing information that may be considered material to the examination of the above- 
captioned patent application. A copy of each cited document is also being submitted herewith, if 
required. No representation is made or intended that (1) more relevant information does not 
exist, (2) the order of presentation of the information in any way reflects their relative pertinence 
to the above-captioned patent application, or (3) a search has been made. The Examiner is 
specifically requested not to rely solely on the information submitted herewith. Applicant(s) 
respectfully request(s) that the submitted information be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application and that all cited document(s) be made of record therein and 
appear among the "References Cited" section of any patent to issue therefrom. At least one of 
the boxes below applies to the present application. 

1. ^ This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the 
U.S. filing date OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. No statement 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee is required. 

a. □ Contingent Request to Treat Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c). In the event a 
first Office Action has been mailed prior to filing of the present Information 
Disclosure Statement and the Office Action was mailed more than three months 
since the filing of the application (for regular applications not including CPAs or 
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RCEs), the Office is requested to treat the present paper as a submission under 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(c) and charge the undersigned's Deposit Account No. 14-1140 for 
the fee required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 

b. □ Contingent Request to Treat Under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). In the event a 
first Office Action has been mailed prior to the filing of the present Information 
Disclosure Statement, and the Office Action was mailed more than three months 
since the filing of the application (for regular applications not including CPAs or 
RCEs), the Patent Office is requested to treat the present paper as a submission 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1) in that the undersigned hereby states that each item 
of information contained in this Information Disclosure Statement was first cited 
in any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign 
application not more than three months prior to the filing of this Information 
Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 

2. Q This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months 
after the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action on the merits, but 
before the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance. 

c. O I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). In the 
event a Notice of Allowance or a Final Rejection has been mailed prior to filing 
this Information Disclosure Statement, the Patent Office is authorized to treat this 
as a submission under 37 C.F.R. 1.97(d) and charge the undersigned's Deposit 
Account No. 14-1140 for the fee required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 

d. □ I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to my knowledge after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more 
than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 

e. □ Attached is our check in the amount of $ in payment of the fee under 37 

C.F.R. § 1.17(p). If no check is attached, please charge the required fee to the 
undersigned's Deposit Account No. 14-1140. 

3. D This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three months 
after the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance, 
but before payment of the Issue Fee. It is hereby requested that the Information Disclosure 

Statement be considered. Attached is our check in the amount of $ in payment of the fee 

under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(i). If no check is attached, please charge the required fee to the 
undersigned's Deposit Account No. 14-1140. 
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a. □ I hereby certify that each item of information contained in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was first cited in any communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application not more than three months prior to the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 

b. □ I hereby certify that no item of information in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent office in a 
counterpart foreign application, and, to my knowledge after making reasonable 
inquiry, no item of information contained in this Information Disclosure 
Statement was known to any individual designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more 
than three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 
C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 

4. O Relevance of some or all of the cited non-English language document(s) is/are 
discussed in the present specification. 

5. ^ Some or all of the cited document(s) was/were cited in a corresponding foreign 
application. For the Examiner's information, an English language version of the foreign search 
report or official action is attached. See MPEP § 609. It is believed that the foreign search 
report explains the relevance of any non-English language references(s) cited on the attached 
PTO-1449. 

6. Q A concise explanation of the relevance of some or all of the non-English language 
document(s) appears in the Appendix and/or the English-language abstract(s) attached hereto. 

7. O Copies of some or all of the documents were cited by or submitted to the Patent 

Office in parent Application No. , filed , which is relied upon for an earlier 

filing date under 35 U.S.C. § 120. Thus, copies of these documents are not attached. 37 C.F.R. 
§ 1.98(d). 

8. □ The Examiner's attention is directed to co-pending and/or related U.S. Patent 

Application No. , filed , which is/are directed to related technical subject matter. The 

identification of the above-listed U.S. Patent Application(s) is not to be construed as a waiver of 
secrecy as to the application(s), now or upon issuance of the present application as a patent. 
During the prosecution of the above-captioned patent application, the Examiner is respectfully 
requested to expressly consider the information contained in any documents submitted to the 
Patent Office in the above-listed U.S. Patent Application(s). 

9. □ The publication date indicated on at least one of the listed documents does not 
indicate a month of publication. However, the year of publication of each listed document is 
believed to be sufficiently earlier than the effective U.S. filing date and any relied upon foreign 
priority date. Although a publication date is provided for each document listed on the attached 
PTO-1449 based on the best information presently available to the undersigned, the listed 
publication date should not be construed as an admission that the information contained in the 
document was actually published on such listed publication date. 
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Please grant any extension(s) of time deemed necessary for entry of this communication. 
The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any deficiency in the fee(s) filed, or asserted to 
be filed, or which should have been filed herewith (or with any paper filed hereafter) to Deposit 
Account No. 14-1140. Please credit any overpayment of fees to such Deposit Account. 



WFG:ewm 

1 100 North Glebe Road, 8th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22201-4714 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703)816-4100 



Respectfully submitted, 



NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C. 




V — * ^* 

WfHem F. Gadiano 
Reg. No. 37,136 
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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
CITATION 

(Use several sheets if necessary) 


A ttw l~1rtr>lrot Nn 
Mlly. L/UCKcl PIU. 

4393-4 
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10/784,742 
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Applicant 

VANDINE et al. 1 
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Filing Date 

February 24, 2004 


TC/A.U. 
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U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 


bAAMUNbH 
INITIAL 




DOCUMENT NUMBER 


DATE 


NAME 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


FILINCj DATE 
IF APPROPRIATE 






4,774,015 


09/1988 


S lover 












5,777,058 


07/1998 


Fischer 












5,958,862 


09/1999 


Hemm et al. 
























































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 
















TRANSLATION 






DOCUMENT 


DATE 


COUNTRY 


CLASS 


SUBCLASS 


YES 


no ; 






DE 3628403 Al 


08/1986 


Germany 














EP 0345613 Al 


05/1989 


Europe 














WO 95/35359 


12/1995 


WO 














JP 11217586 


08/1999 


Japan 














EP 1029581 Al 


08/2000 


Europe 














WO 01/90291 Al 


11/2001 


WO 















































































































































PCT International Search Report for PCT/US2004/005366 (07/20/2004) ! 




















































Examiner Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to application. 
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